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Welcome to the Wisdom Thinkers Network 
 
Thank you for your dedication and wonderful work helping our children find their stories. We’re 
sure our stories will help you engage your students and nurture a spirit of caring and 
compassion in your classroom, school, and community. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wisdom Thinkers Network’s approach to story-telling is an educationally and 
constitutionally sound way for public schools to build good character and encourage  

cross-cultural understanding.” 
 

Charles C. Haynes, Senior Scholar, 
First Amendment Center Director, Religious Freedom Education Project 
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Stories to Light Our Way – Premium Package 
 
The Premium Package provides access to two sets of resources: the Basic Tool Kit and the 
Premium Tool Kit.  
The Basic Tool Kit includes: 

• Twelve stories in total (and any future additions) 
• Three e-book versions 
• Audio versions of each story 
• Discussion questions and activities for each story 

The Premium Tool Kit expands upon seven of the Basic stories to include materials such as: 
• Four grade-specific lessons aligned to ELA standards for each story 
• Grade-specific activities 
• Meditative Moments 
• Check-In questions focused on SEL competencies 

 
 
 
 
 

Stories to Light Our Way Character  
Strengths 

Basic 
Access 

Premium 
Access 

Self-Management 
The Turtle Who Couldn’t Keep His Mouth Shut Responsibility, self-discipline X X 
When Children Could Fly Grit, resilience, coping, upstanding X X 
Self-awareness 
The Child Who Swallowed the Sun Respect, responsibility, resilience, 

courage, honesty 
X X 

The Boy Who Saved His World Caring, compassion, courage X  
Social Awareness 
The Real Bargain Empathy, generosity, citizenship X X 
The Elephant and The Blind Friends Inclusion, acceptance X X 
The Wooden Bowl Respecting elders X  
Relationship Skills 
Shifting Sands Acceptance, respect, fairness X X 
The Elephant and The Stray Dog Critical thinking, open-mindedness X  
Ethical and Responsible Decision Making 
The Little Girl Who Spoke with Trees Concern for environment, 

citizenship, responsibility 
X X 

The Kingdom of How to Be Good Contributing to the common good X  
The Little Girl and The King Honesty, integrity X  

 
 
 

Story Choices 
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This short video provides a quick-start tour of the stories and how to access them (coming 
soon!). 
 
Stories and materials are accessed through Google Drive in the WTN Premium Tool Kit link. 
 
  
 The Premium SEL Tool Kit provides access to: 

• Basic Tool Kit resources 
• Grade-specific folders 
• Resources for Meditative Moments 
• Resources for K-2 and 3-5 classrooms 
• Story texts with cultural backgrounds  
• Story Maps 
• Enduring Understanding and Essential Question charts (EU/EQ) 
• Examples of student projects and activity work 
• Story-aligned short-answer assessment questions for grades 3-5 

 
The Premium SEL Tool Kit looks like this: 

 
 
 

Accessing Stories & Materials 

 



Premium Teacher’s Guide 
 

6 | P a g e  
 

 
From the Premium SEL Tool Kit page you have access to all the Basic Tool Kit resources. 
 
 The Basic Tool Kit is where you access: 

• All twelve stories currently in the Stories to Light Our Way program 
• Three e-book versions 
• Audio versions of each story 
• Discussion questions and activities for each story 

 
 
Simply open the green Basic Tool Kit folder 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

000 BASIC Tool 
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When you open the Basic Tool Kit, here is a snippet of what you will see: 
 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Audio access 

Activities  

Discussion 
questions 
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The black folders in the Premium SEL Tool Kit are home to all the Premium resources. 
 

A. The Premium SEL Tool Kit provides grade-specific access to: 
• expanded lessons for seven stories  

 
Within the Tool Kit, click on your grade level 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

000 BASIC Tool 
  

04 Grade 4 

Grade K-2 
 

Story Maps at a 
 

 

00 Kindergarten 

05 Grade 5 

Meditative 
Moments  

Student activities and 
j  

 

01 Grade 1 

Assessments 

Printable Links for 
 

UPK Pre-K 

02 Grade 2 

EU/EQ Charts 

Snappy Highlights 

03 Grade 3 

Grade 3-5 
 

STORIES w 
Backgrounds 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1IvuXjs6dIb6QUnMqbdOanRfVpKY-k99_


Premium Teacher’s Guide 
 

9 | P a g e  
 

 
 

B. Premium grade-specific folders include: 
• Folders for each expanded story 

 
Within your grade-level, click on a story  

 

 
 

C. Story-specific folders include: 
• Story text and background 
• Master Materials List (activities for each lesson and materials needed) 
• Home Connection letter (introduces parents to the story) 
• Four folders, each containing a weekly lesson plan and templates/worksheets 

needed for the activities 
 
Within the story, click on a Week’s lesson 
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D. Weekly lesson plans include: 

• Essential Questions (EQ) and Enduring Understandings (EU)  
• Character Traits and SEL competencies 
• Lesson Objectives 
• Meditative Moments 
• Check-In questions 
• Vocabulary 
• Material lists 
• Discussion questions 
• Story activities/projects 
• ELA standards  
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Story Maps 
An at-a-glance overview of every story. It lists Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings, 
Character Traits, SEL competencies, Alignment to Standards, Vocabulary, Lesson Activities, 
Check-In questions, Meditative Moments and Discussion Questions.  
*This image depicts part of the whole Story Map. 
 

Story Resources 
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Assessments  
Each story is provided with a series of questions based upon New York State learning standards 
for ELA. Questions were developed by NYS Certified teachers. 
*Below is a screenshot of the assessment questions for Gr 5 “The Real Bargain”. 
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Meditative Moments 
A collection of short, centering moments to use with your students. Meditative Moments are 
provided in text form as well as audio form. 
*Below is a sample of one Meditative Moment. Click here for the full library 
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EU/EQ Charts 
Each story is accompanied by an EU/EQ Chart (Enduring Understanding/Essential Question 
Chart). This chart provides the theme of the story, the SEL skill the story is aligned to, 
foundational questions that support the theme and SEL skill, and an anticipated understanding 
that stretches beyond the classroom.  
*This image depicts the EU/EQ chart for the story “The Real Bargain” 
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Snappy Highlights 
View the impact of the stories – in the classroom, in the building, at home, and even in the 
community! Examples from teachers currently using the stories with their students.  
Snappy Highlights  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights From Stories to Light Our Way 
 

Thank You! 
 

Please email Wisdom Thinkers with any questions or thoughts… 
hello@wisdomthinkers.org 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16-IDukc4a2xDG1XRdL5eXHvPpK8qig0F/edit#slide=id.p34
mailto:hello@wisdomthinkers.org
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E. How much time is needed for each lesson? 
o The suggested time is 30-60 minutes, though teachers are encouraged to take 

their grade level and lesson activity choices into consideration 
 

F. Where do the lessons fit into the day? 
o The lessons are appropriate for integration during a variety of times during the 

day. Some suggestions are: 
 Morning Meeting/Class Meetings 
 Designated SEL times 
 ELA lessons 
 Social Studies lessons 
 Read-Aloud times 
 Extended day classes 
 As half-day activities 
 And even teachable moments! 

 
G. How long have schools been using STLOW? 

o STLOW have been used in schools since 2012 
 

H. Is there a specific story sequence to follow? 
o The stories and lesson plans are aligned with the progression of CASEL’s 5 SEL 

competencies and the 4 Character Strengths of Character.org 
o Some stories lend themselves to certain times of the year based upon their 

theme, e.g. ‘The Little Girl Who Spoke w Trees,’ and Earth Day.  
o The Character Strength and Theme can also be aligned with any building or 

district pillar words for assemblies or building wide activities.  
o Always remember, that the stories can be an “instant” resource to address 

almost any critical issue that pops up during the day or year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAQs 
 

FAQs 
 


